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had satisfied himself that they were sound. To one who was starting for Japan in order to assume professorial duties he gavo the advice, " Teach only what you know to be true."
It is therefore all the more interesting to find a man of so conscientious and straightforward scientific mind insisting again and again on his firm belief in Design in Creation and in the ever acting power of the Creator. In discussing The Vestiges of Creation, which had then been just recently published anonymously*, in a letter to his friend Robert Douglas, he writes:
"Aug. 15, 1846.
I do not like the development theory as given in The Vestiges. It appears to me that the author substitutes for the Creator, what he calls Law, and that, if he gives his assent to the existence of God as a First Cause, he, at least supposes Him to be now infinitely removed from all the Works of Nature, and that everything goes on now of itself just as a clock goes after its weights have been wound up. Now I am strongly impressed with the idea that a law is in itself nothing and has no power; and I can view what we call the Laws of Nature in no other light than merely as expressions of the will of an Omnipresent and Ever Acting Creator."
At the end of this year, 1846, his brother William was appointed to the Chair of Natural Philosophy at the University of Glasgow, and James, who was then still living at home, attended his classes in 1847—8. Ab this time he assisted his father by drawing an astronomical plate for the Atlas to accompany a new edition of the Geography. That winter Professor James Thomson and his son William both sat for their portraits to Graham Gilbert. Writing to William Bottomley on 25th December 1847 James Thomson mentions these portraits. " My father, Mrs Gall, Robert and I drove to-day to Graham Gilbert's and saw the portraits of my father and William—I think them both very good."
When at Blairlogie in 1848 a medical adviser who had been called in to see his sister Mrs King was asked to examine him also, with the result that a much more hopeful view was taken of his condition; the lowering diet prescribed by the doctor who had previously told him he had heart complaint was to be entirely given up. With a more natural mode of life a more natural heart action was set up; gradually strength returned, and in a few years,
* The author as is well known turned out to be Bobert Chambers, the publisher, of Edinburgh.